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Hair is an integral part of femininity In

Western culture. We all are familiar with the |

common phrase “a woman’s hair is her g ;
crown and glory”. Hair has a high symbolic e e
value. A
A bald woman violates the Western norm of 2 " } ——

beauty and provokes a debate. Historically, _

women’s baldness has often been seen in a
negative light and thus has been associated
with radicalism as well as with disease and
shame. Shaving head has also been used as
a punishment for breaking the rules and

norms; a shaved head is still associated with
shame and disgrace.

Starting in the 1980s, the number of women
who choose to portray themselves publicly
without a head full of hair has increased in
Finland. At the same time the attitude
towards women’s baldness has changed.
While in Finland of the 1960s, a publicly bald
woman caused a stir, she now In the
contemporary society may be perceived as
being brave and courageous. Nevertheless, a
publicly bald woman still provokes
conversation.
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A timeline how the attitudes and associations towards women baldness has Changed from x
the 1900s to the 2010s. T
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Baldness due to disease » Used to be hidden
i
Forced baldness  Punishment: momentarily visible
Optional baldness * Public & visible
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