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Abstract: The transformation of state power leads to the change of the means of
living of local society. In this thesis the author explores in the case the impression
which the nationality has played to the Dong in YangLan villiage of TongDao
autonomous county in HuNan. Before liberation, the weak country power is far away
the “dong” society. But after the new state establishing, progressively penetrating of
the state power made the means of living in this region getting through the process
----- planting the rice from the glutinous rice to the long-grained, forestry destroying
and recovering again and again, carrying out the family contracting responsibility
system; and the new economic form such as “worker economic ” .we can see that
state power strongly penetrate and intervene the change of the change of the means of
living of local society.
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As Anthony Giddens demonstrates, in his theory of power, there is a relationship
of power and its donating structure existing between the state and local society.
Therefore, during the process of the power circulation, the local society is inevitably
affected by the state power in a decisive way. Judging from the aspect of the means of
livelihood of Chinese national society, the implement of the state power will surely
carry out changes one kind or another, including fundamental transformation and
adjustment of local society varying from tradition to modern. Since 1949, it is obvious
to have found the influence of the state power on the means of livelihood of local
society and multiplied further transition of local ecosystem during the transition

process of the Dong in YangLan village of TongDao Autonomous County.

I The Traditional Cohesive Type of Livelihood Means

TongDao Dong Autonomous County locates in the southwestern part of Hunan



province. Both the geography and climate conditions are beneficial to the means of
livelihood mainly based on forestry, as a result of which is one of the most essential
resources for Dong to support their families.

The Dong here has no other choices but confine their routine lives in accordance
with the reality of excessive mountains and less fields. To overcome this limitation,
the Dong has taken on their unique style of combinations of agriculture, forestry and
fishery with spatial structure based on trinity cohesive type of livelihood means
throughout thousands of years. As a matter of fact, this traditional cohesive type of
livelihood means is a typical outcome of traditional local society. The relatively
self-sufficient economy gets the Dong society increasingly becomes a resource entity
out of administration, relatively independent and cohesive. They do not rely on the
intervention and support from the state government, which is the main feature
presented by cohesive type of livelihood means.

Due to the restriction of terrain and transportation, the Dong have been living in
the remote and isolated mountain areas, where external factors are difficult to
intervene and break their cohesive type of livelihood means. But since the founding of
New China, the above situation has rapidly changed. The state power had begun to
administer the Dong here and made constant and powerful intervention and
adjustment to the livelihood means of the local society by adopting an parade of
effective ways. From the aspects of resource distribution, productive methods,
running approaches, rules of productive resources challenged the traditional
livelihood means, which gradually caused the transition from traditional livelihood

means to modern ones.

II Changes in Both Land Reform and the Dong Means of Livelihood
of Local Society

In November, 1949, TongDao County was liberated. The peasant association,
which worked as the most authoritative organization of grass-roots administrative
organ, forcefully interfered in the production and living conditions of the Dong in
YangLan village. That was favorable for maintaining social order and consolidating

the newly founded political power of people as well as for the normal production and



living style of the Dong guided by the ruling party.

In order to change the unreasonable situation which landlord possessed the
majority of lands in the traditional society, the TongDao county party of CCP led the
movement of rural land reform, which thoroughly put an end to the plunderous land
ownership favored landlord class in winter, 1951. In addition, many farmers who had
less lands or no lands to farm were given lands for free, which has further liberated
the rural productive forces and accelerated the normalization and growth of the
agricultural production at a faster pace.

Meanwhile, the intervention from the state power to the forestry, however,
brought negative influence beyond any expectations. In 1952, farmers who had no
lands or less ones were given sufficient pieces from landlords or rich farmers
according to the land reform, running these lands and mountains themselves. On the
other side, the government agreed to implement the policy of encouraging people to
burn the wild mountains, opening up the wasteland for cultivating, and transforming
hills into fields. What’s more, people who opened up the wasteland could receive food
subsidy from local government. As a result, forestry has unprecedentedly undergone
intense havoc and the ecological environment was damaging. The means of livelihood,
therefore, opted to transit into the one restricted by the agriculture under the natural

conditions.

III From the Great Leap Forward to the Campaign of People's
Commune: the Simplification of the Means of Livelihood

After the land reform, dating from the Agricultural Cooperation Movement in
1953 to the People’s Commune Movement in 1958, it was the most frequent historical
period for the reform of administrative management system, which brings disastrous
the following catastrophe to the Dong agricultural means of livelihood.

Firstly, the government stipulated people to plant polished long-grained
nonglutinous rice instead of glutinous rice. When planting polished long-grained
nonglutinous rice, it was supposed to drain water from wet lands and sun the fields,
which were unsuitable for breeding fish. Consequently, some of the fields were

digged into fishpond so as to meet the needs of the Dong for fish in their routine lives.



During this period, the traditional Dong rice variety, glutinous rice, which once played
a leading role in their planting, was stipulated to plant polished long-grained
nonglutinous rice instead of glutinous rice and as a result of which, the status of the
traditional glutinous rice was compulsively destroyed. However, it is challenging for
the Dong to transform the rice field culture which was their means of livelihood they
relied on long.

Secondly, the forestry was subjected to further destruction again. The
cooperative transformation of agriculture boomed from 1955 to 1957, during which
the ownership of mountain forests was shifted again. Just as the participation to the
local cooperative by land, owners of mountain forests originally joined in the local
agricultural organization or cooperative at discounted shares and price of their forests,
later on majority of owners joined these cooperatives by “contributing” their forests
without any money. As a result, farmers didn’t care about the development of forestry
any longer because all the forests and woodlands were possessed by local cooperative
and community. What was worse, the situation that forest farmers cut a large number
of trees in succession occurred, which caused remarkable destruction for the
development of forestry.

The Great Leap Forward centered with the great steel-making and the Campaign
of People’s Commune in 1958 did influence the remote Dong mountainous area.
People cut forests in order to make steal, therefore almost the entire forests were
destroyed and the local ecosystem was severely damaged. Undoubtedly, the
destruction of forests on which the Dong had been heavily reliant for decades was a

huge blow, which would in turn fill the Dong’s lives with more hardships.

IV The Diverse Means of Livelihood after the Policy of Opening up
and Reform

After the opening up and reform policy, the diverse characteristic has taken on
the means of livelihood as follows:

Firstly, the household contract system was under implementation. In 1981,
production responsibility system was put into practice by distributing fields to peasant

households. The direct intervention from state power in people’s means of livelihood



became less and less. Farmers, having acquired relative independence and autonomy
in their daily work and business, had diverse choices in their means of livelihood
which could motivate their productions and boost the local agriculture heading for a
direction of stable development.

Secondly, the mountain forests were under recovery. In the same year of 1981,
YangLan county began to apply the policy of distributing mountains to peasant
households. Farmers were re-entitled the right of using woodlands and their status as
the main bodies of independent runner to the forestry was certified. However, due to
the historical reason of the changing policies from local government, villagers paid a
widespread worry about any changes of national policies and decided to cut off all
trees for sales while they were having the rights, which added to further destruction to
the local forests. Right at that time, the state power intervened in ending the situation
by carrying out the policy of fencing off and reforestation, which gradually reversed
the bad state.

Thirdly, the phenomenon of economy of hiring out has appeared. As the
development of domestic reforming and opening up, the economy in YangLan county
has taken on the trend of economy of hiring out, which was totally different from the
traditional style of combinations of agriculture, forestry and fishery with spatial
structure based on trinity cohesive type of livelihood means. What is refers is a kind
of the oriented economy, which is an important supplement to the traditional Dong
livelihood means and affects their perception changes.

Though the influence of state power on the local society has gone through a
spiral process since the founding of PRC, the result generally reinforces the status and
function from state power to the local society. After a decade of management of the
state power, the Dong traditional means of livelihood have changed significantly and
the state power has helped the Dong village promote to be a more civilized society.
As the modern science has been constantly introduced, incisive changes will

definitely have taken place on local people’s ideas.
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