
A  T a x o n o m i c  M o d e l  f o r  R e l i g i o n s  a n d  

C u l t s  i n  M o b i l i t y  ( L a t e  A n t i q u i t y )  

Dr. Georgios Gaitanos 

Adjunct/Academic Researcher, Faculty of Theology, Auth 

e-mail: gaitanosg@yahoo.gr 

R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s  

T o p o g r a p h y / M a p p i n g

The study of the historical course of 

the religions of the Mediterranean 

makes certain those religions and cults 

were developed far away from their 

center and evolved their content, 

teaching and format during their 

mobility to provinces away from their 

metropolis. This development meant 

changes in the way of thinking and 

the perception of the world, resulting 

the meeting of local and utopic 

elements for those religious traditions. 

Local Model                                                 Utopic model 

I n t r o d u c t i o n

This taxonomy categorizes the cults of 

this era according to a) the expansion of 

the religious community, b) the methods 

of promotion and establishment in 

several areas of the Roman Empire, and c) 

how a cult or a religious tradition is 

depended on a topos (religious place).

L o c a l / E t h n i c  C u l t s  

D i a s p o r a s  c u l t s  

R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s  i n  N e w  

C e n t e r s  

E c u m e n i c a l / U t o p i c  C u l t s  


