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Introduction Topography/Mapping
This taxonomy categorizes the cults of
this era according to a) the expansion of
the religious community, b) the methods
of promotion and establishment in
several areas of the Roman Empire, and c)
how a cult or a religious tradition 1is
depended on a topos (religious place).

The study of the historical course of
the religions of the Mediterranean
makes certain those religions and cults
were developed far away from their
center and evolved their content,
teaching and format during their
mobility to provinces away from their
Religious Traditions metropolis. This development meant
Local/Ethnic Cults changes in the way of thinking and
the perception of the world, resulting
the meeting of local and utopic
elements for those religious traditions.
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Ecumenical/Utopic Cults o= - |
the neighbouring Ptolemaic and Sele
rulers (c. 312-165 Bc) encouraged continued emigration e
of Jews all over the Mediterranean world. Not subject to
any restrictions, and with their favourable status con- <$
firmed by the Roman emperors, for the most part they ‘96
>. fared well until the introduction of restrictions after the
x Christianisation of the Roman Empire.
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9 . _The Spread of Christianity
0 § by the time of Irenaeus (185 AD)
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The Spread of Christianity
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