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Impacts or Effects? 

1991 

1996 



The evidence & results agenda 

2015 

2000 



Kuhnian paradigm, Foucauldian discourse, or... 

1995 

Development discourse:  

„... an extremely efficient apparatus for 

producing knowledge about, and the 

exercise of power over, the Third World‟;  

„... a top-down, ethnocentric, and 

technocratic approach, which treat[s] 

peoples and cultures as abstract concepts, 

statistical figures to be moved up and down 

in the charts of “progress”‟ (Escobar 1995: 9, 

44) 

1962 



... progressive research programme? 

1970 

1978 



Who evaluates the evaluators? 

A flawed Theory of Change? 



 

 

Multiple challenges 

Accountability / learning / impact Scale and cost 



Methodological challenges Implementation issues 



Winners and losers? 

2016 



Post-truth or pro-truth? 
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Thank you! 

Thank you! 


